IL
SOCIO-RELIGIOUS CONDITIOX.
CHAPTER I.
CASTE-SYSTEM.
The Rigveda  shows beyond   the shadow of  a doubt
that until towards- the very close of the
ffi^edk A^^S    Rigvtidic period, the Indo-Aryans were
strangers to any kind of  caste   distinc-
tions  among themselves.*   Any  one who had  the gift
and the talent to compose  hymns  which     attracted the
attention   and  commanded  the  admiration   of his bre-
* We do indeed, in certain texts^ meet with such expressions as
panckajand. Buc panckajand can no more be interpreted to allude to
the four varnas and the Nssh&das, than to GaBdhanrass Pitris, Devas,
Asuras and Rikshasas. The very existence of these two Interpretatioos
of the term, would shew that they were mere sup positions put forward
by Br&hmanica! writers long after the composition of the Vedlic hymns.
(See Heir's ** Sanscrit Texts," Vol. I,, pp. 176, tt
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